
Diving into Your High School Data
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What can you learn 
from school data about 
your local high schools? 

How can you use it to 
advocate for change?
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Diving into Data
Greatschools.org offers school profiles with:

Profiles for all schools in the nation

Test scores and growth data 

College Readiness: grad rates, AP, SAT

College Success Award 

Discipline and attendance

Community reviews
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Activity: Reflect on your high school ecosystem

Search greatschools in your city, filter for high schools 

How do the high schools compare?

Are there a lot of choices? 

Are there public, private, charter, 
magnet, alternatives?
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Activity:  
Drill into one high school’s data

1. Go to greatschools.org

2. Search for a high school in your community

Check out details such as: 
● The Equity Rating
● The College Readiness Data
● College Success Award
● Info on chronic absenteeism
● Community reviews
● Diversity of students
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Gut check:
 
What’s your response 
to all this data?



How to use data for advocacy
Look for data points that support your proposal and align to district priorities.

Choose data that is easy to communicate visually and verbally to:

○ Understand the problem
■ What’s going on here?

○ Start a conversation, with a question about data
■ What do you make of this?

○ Ask a decisionmaker for their support
■ Are you with me?

○ Offer evidence for your cause
■ This needs to change
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School climate
How do students/teachers feel about the school? How 
safe is the school? How inclusive?

Data is just a starting point: What 
more do you want to know?

School’s approach to equitable outcomes
Support for struggling students, access to advanced 
classes, college counseling, free SATs etc.  

Learning experience
What’s the schools approach to learning? What’s 
happening inside the classroom?

Where might you find this information? 



Other data sources

State report cards:

■ Connecticut State Report Cards
■ Massachusetts State Report Cards
■ Vermont State School Reports (really bad)
■ Maine State School Info (only bullying, behavior and 

absenteeism)
■ New Hampshire School Reports  (good but complex)
■ Rhode Island State Report Cards
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Where you can find quantitative data

https://edsight.ct.gov/SASStoredProcess/guest?_program=%2FCTDOE%2FEdSight%2FRelease%2FReporting%2FPublic%2FReports%2FStoredProcesses%2FReportCardLandingPage
https://reportcards.doe.mass.edu/
https://education.vermont.gov/data-and-reporting/school-reports
https://www.maine.gov/doe/data-reporting/warehouse
https://dashboard.nh.gov/t/DOE/views/iReport/FrontPage?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Atabs=no&%3Atoolbar=no
https://reportcard.ride.ri.gov/


Other information sources
Where you can find qualitative and anecdotal info

Sources of qualitative and anecdotal information:

■ Conversations with parents and educators
■ Niche (for high school student reviews)
■ Reviews
■ School tours (visiting the actual school)
■ Stories in the press
■ Wikipedia
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https://www.niche.com/k12/search/best-public-high-schools/

